
[UNEDITED] 

Gideon: “You Want Me to Do What?” 

Judges 6-8 

Good morning, men. We are in a series called, “The Man Who Became Himself.” We each know that we 

have another man coiled up inside of us who desperately wants to get out; a new creation who has been 

made in the image of God. In this series, we are going through stories of men in the Bible to look at the 

before and the after in their lives, and to discover what the process was by which God transformed 

them into the man that God originally created him to be:  the new creation.  

Last week we looked at the life of Nehemiah and we saw that Nehemiah felt a burden to restore his 

nation. God gave him a burden. The big idea was never refuse a burden because that is how God is 

changing the world.  

However, when we looked at the life of Nehemiah we saw a man who seemed to be a natural leader. 

When we looked at the life of Daniel we saw a man who seemed to be a natural leader. When we 

looked at Peter we saw a man who became an unexpected leader. But this morning, we are going to 

look at a man who could only be called a reluctant leader.  

The title of the message today is, “Gideon: You Want Me to Do What?” God gives Gideon a burden. We 

are going to take a look at that. Before we do, you may already have something that disturbs you; 

something that bothers you about the way our nation is going, or the way your family is going, or some 

other burden that you have and you are wondering or thinking, God I feel this – but I could never do 

that. I could never do that. It could be almost anything. 

“I COULD NEVER DO THAT!” 

Let’s take a look at this man Gideon. The first thing I want to look at is the before – I could never do that. 

You may be thinking, Why would God want to use me? Why would God want to use me? You are not 

alone. I want you to meet Gideon.  

Turn to Judges 6:1. Here is the situation. “Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for 

seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites.” You can continue to read on for the first 

five verses and you would find that they had to flee their homes. They were oppressed by and occupied 

by this invading force. The Midianites destroyed their food supply. They were ravaged and 

impoverished. In Judges 6:6 it says, “Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to 

the LORD for help.”  

The first thing to see is that trouble drives men to God. Trouble is not necessarily bad if it drives us to 

God and that is exactly what happened here. God does use suffering and troubles; we have seen this in 

other lessons and series how God uses troubles to drive men to turn to God. So God sent a prophet. 



Look at verse 10. “I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in 

whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to me.” 

God was gracious in telling the Israelites why they were suffering the way they were suffering. Rebuke is 

better than silence. Trust me, you would much rather have God rebuke you than be silent. This is a good 

thing, because God is beginning to come after seven years of being enslaved. People were hiding in 

caves to get away from these Midianites who were trampling and destroying all their crops.  

Judges 6:11-12:  “The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to 

Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the 

Midianites. When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with you, mighty 

warrior.” 

I would just add here that we see ourselves as we are. God sees us as we are going to be. Gideon was 

anything but a mighty warrior. He was threshing wheat in the winepress to try to hide it from the 

Midianites. He was cowering in fear. “The Lord is with you mighty warrior.” We see us as we are, but 

God sees us as we are going to be. 

Then we look at Gideon’s response in Verse 13:  “But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has 

all this happened to us?” He did not know it was the angel of the Lord yet. “Why has all this happened to 

us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us 

up out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian.” 

There are three questions here. Why is this happening to us? You look at the state of politics in America, 

or the state of immorality on television, or you look at so many different issues. Why has this happened 

to us? Are you not asking that question? Of course you are. Everyone is asking that question. Why is this 

happening to us? That is what Gideon is asking. He says where are all the wonders our fathers has talked 

about?  

I am dealing with a young man right now who reads about the miracles of God in the Old Testament and 

does not see God moving like that right now. So he has questioned his faith. He doubts that God even 

exists, or that if He does exist, that He really cares, because where are the wonders now? Why is this 

happening to us? Where are the wonders? That is what Gideon is asking. You know how he feels 

because you have felt that way, too.  

But now the Lord has abandoned us. Is that true? Yes. It is true. Gideon really said that. Is it true 

however that God had really abandoned them? No, because help is on the way. In fact, it is very 

common for us to mistake God’s discipline for God’s abandonment. God does not abandon. If we are 

faithless He remains faithful because He cannot disown Himself. Even though these people were 

faithless, He remains faithful to them. 

Verse 14:  “The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of 

Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” Notice that God does not answer Gideon’s questions, just like He 

does not answer your questions. You say why God? Why? He does not answer you, right? He just tells 



you what He wants you to do because you are His redeeming agent. You are the person He is using to 

change and transform the world.  

Verse 15: “’But Lord,’ Gideon asked, ‘how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I 

am the least in my family. ‘” I am the least man in the weakest clan. “’The LORD answered, ‘I will be with 

you.’”  

That is what God is saying to each of us with whatever burden He has given us. You may feel like you are 

the weakest man or the most unlikely person; and you might be the most unlikely person. This was not 

false modesty on the part of Gideon; he really was the least likely guy to do this. You may really be the 

least likely; the most unsuspecting; the most reluctant person in the world to do the thing that God has 

given you the burden to do.  

But it does not make any difference because God is with you. That is what the Lord says: “I will be with 

you and you will strike down the Midianites as if they were one man.” Gideon replies in Verse 17, “If 

now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me.” And God 

graciously does that. He asks Gideon to offer a sacrifice and He burns up the sacrifice. He shows Himself 

and reveals His glory.  

You have heard the stories about the fleeces. In fact, you can turn over to Judges 6:36-37:  “Gideon said 

to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised— look, I will place a wool fleece on the 

threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will 

save Israel by my hand, as you said.” 

God in His grace gave him that sign. If you need a sign because you are reluctant, or because you are 

fearful, He will give you some encouragement along the way. That thing He has given you the burden to 

do then He really wants you to do it. He will. Ask Him.  

Even though God completely revealed Himself Gideon asks God again for a sign. Verses 39-40 says, 

“Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one 

more test with the fleece. This time make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew.” That night 

God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.” 

Now the reluctant leader is beginning to feel confidence surging that he can do the thing that God has 

called him to do. You have seen Gideon’s response. I can never do that.  You have seen God’s response. 

You can do this.  

What response do you think God wants from you? For the burden He put in your heart; the thing that 

makes you ache and long for change. The big idea today is this:  you can do anything God wants you to 

do. If God is directing you to do something, you can do anything. Now we can look all the way back to 

the life of Abraham.  Abraham was going, not knowing, and for his whole life he never actually took hold 

of the promise in his lifetime, even though the promise was fulfilled.  

Anything God wants you to do is not necessarily for you to bring about wholesale  revival and awakening 

in America. It may be you are just a finger in the dyke, slowing down the rate of decline because you do 



not know what God’s larger perspective is. You do not know the larger plan of God. All you know is you 

are part of the plan, and you can do anything He wants you to do.  

As we said previously, God calls us to be faithful, not to produce a particular outcome. He is going to do 

what He is going to do. He rarely checks with me about anything. Guess what? He is not going to check 

in with you. He did not answer Gideon’s questions. He did not address “Why is this happening? The Lord 

has abandoned us.” God did not address any of that. God said look, here is what I want you to do. That 

is what He is saying to you. You can do anything He wants you to do because He is the one sending you. 

HOW DID IT TURN OUT? 

How did it turn out? Turn to chapter 7. This is probably the most familiar part of the Gideon story. 

Gideon assembled 32,000 troops to go and attack a force that is approximately 135,000. The odds do 

not look good for Gideon. 132,000 to 32,000 is about 4 to 1. He is vastly outnumbered. In Judges 7:2, 

“The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands.”  He had 

too many men. Gideon was thinking, “I’m outnumbered 4 to 1.” The Lord goes on, “In order that Israel 

may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her, announce now to the people, ‘Anyone 

who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead. ’” So twenty-two thousand men left, 

while ten thousand remained.” 

Notice that God was so intent that the nation would not think it was by their own strength that they 

would be saved. You have too many people. Even though the odds are 4-1, it would be possible that you 

could win in your own strength if you fought hard.  

You have too many people. Send away anybody who is afraid, so now he only has 10,000 people. Now 

the odds are 13.5 to 1. Read in Judges 6:4-7. 

But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I 

will sift them for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one 

shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 

So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told him, “Separate those who lap 

the water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.” 
 
Three hundred 

men lapped with their hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on their knees to drink. 

The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the 

Midianites into your hands. 

Now the weakest man in the weakest clan, the reluctant leader with all of these questions to whom the 

Lord said, “I will be with you,” is now down to 300 men against 135,000 Midianite troops.  

This must have been like the Iraqi Army. What happens next just truly demonstrates that these were not 

highly trained and motivated soldiers. In the Iraqi war, do you remember the highway of death? They 

were throwing off everything as they were running home. We were just bombing them. They did not 

have the right weapons. An Iraqi tank versus an American tank – an American tank had a range that is 



three times longer than an Iraqi tank. So we could sit in our tanks over here and bang them off. Their 

rounds could never get close to our tanks. I am sure that is what this army of Midianites must have been 

like.  

What was Gideon’s Army like? It was really not much different. You can look at it later on your own. I 

will tell you what happened. He took Gideon down into the Midianite camp and gave him a fourth sign, 

because there was a guard there that was talking about how he had this dream; about how Gideon was 

tumbling into the camp and knocking down their tent. The interpretation was surely this must mean 

Gideon is going to defeat us.  

Gideon separated his men into three companies of one hundred and had them light lanterns and 

disguise them. When he shouted, “For Gideon and for the Lord; for the Lord and for Gideon,” they broke 

their pots and surrounded the Midianite camp with these three hundred flames and shouting loudly.  

You can see for yourself in Judges 7:22:  “When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused 

the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords.” 

The Midianite army was completely routed by a powerful act of God. How did it turn out? God 

intentionally chose a weak man and then reduced his forces to 300 men so that He might show that He 

is strong and it does not matter if you are weak. Did you get that? To show that He is strong and it does 

not matter if you are weak. With God on your side, you do not need you.  

We see this man with this incredible task. The big idea today is that you can, too. You can do anything if 

it is something that God wants you to do.  

Let’s take a look at what we can learn about becoming ourselves through this story. I want to share 

three things, three applications. Turn with me to 1 Corinthians 1:26.  

The first point of application is that God is not limited by our weakness. God is not limited by your 

weakness.  

Maybe you feel like you had a moral failure so you feel disqualified. Think David. Or maybe you do not 

have much money and you are just trying to survive and make ends meet. So you feel like you have this 

weakness. Think about the life of Peter. There were many poverty stricken prophets who did great 

things for God because they reckoned on his power and presence to be with them. God is not limited by 

our weakness.  

1 Corinthians 1:26:  “Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 

wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.” These were the 

upper income type people. Verse 27:  “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 

God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and 

the despised things—and the things that are not —to nullify the things that are, so that no one may 

boast before him.” This was exactly what He was doing with Gideon.  
  

When I left real estate and went into ministry, I did not really know what I was supposed to do. I was 

inexperienced. I was untrained. I was not reluctant, but I certainly was not some big prize for God. I 



began to pray. The only thing that I ever got out of the prayer was Jackson, Mississippi. Not even 

Mississippi, I am just telling you so you know which Jackson. I had been in and out of Jackson a couple 

times doing men’s prayer breakfasts when I was still in business. 

I prayed and all that ever occurred to me was Jackson. I kept hearing Jackson. I knew two guys there, a 

pastor and a layman so I called them up. I thought I was going to go there and be the next Billy Graham 

or something like that. When I got there and I proposed a plan I made, I proposed that we do this 

citywide outreach event. When I got there they said that is great but that is not our problem. Our 

problem is 50% of our community is black, and 50% of our community is white and we do not know each 

other. We have a great need for racial reconciliation.  

Well, God had been spending the last – to that point, 16, 17, 18 years – building a best friendship 

between me and Tom Skinner, who happened to be an African-American guy in ministry. I called up Tom 

and asked him if he would like to come down and see what we could do together to address the 

problem that the community felt in Jackson, Mississippi.  

He did, and we met with a group of pastors. After the meeting, one of the pastors, Dan Hall, I will never 

forget his name, came up to me and said, “This is very exciting that you are here, because a group of us 

have been praying for years that God would send someone to help us heal our city. But I’m a little 

surprised that He sent you.” Then he went on to say, “In fact, you remind me of the text in the Bible in 1 

Corinthians where it says God uses the weak things of this world.” He had the gift of discouragement.  

One man with little to offer but willing to offer it. Just you, one man, with not much to offer, but a 

willingness to offer it and God can use that. What I am here to tell you today is that I have not been 

involved with Missions Mississippi since its inception, but it is now 20 years old and I just got their 

annual report. They now have 20 branches in Mississippi and they are still going strong. Although they 

did it, I am part of that. One person who did not have much to offer but was willing to offer it.  

There is something that God has put on your heart to do. You may be the weakest man in the weakest 

clan, but if you are willing to offer it He will use it, because He will be with you, and He will give the 

victory, and He will even do it in a way that it will be impossible for you to say you did it yourself, as He 

did with me. That is the first application. God is not limited by our weakness. 

God is more likely to give you a ministry out of your weakness than in your strength. In other words, you 

might be this powerful, strong, decision-maker, leader-type, but God is more likely to take a moral 

failure that you have had and give you a ministry in that area. For example, if you have committed 

adultery and were able to restore your marriage, God is more likely to give you a ministry in marriage. 

I am thinking of two offhand – one here and one at Northland – two couples who restored their 

marriages. It was out of their brokenness that God has given them a ministry. 

Maybe you have a son with AIDS and because of that you have been able to lead other young men with 

AIDS to Jesus Christ. Or maybe you grew up in a dysfunctional home, and you did not learn what biblical 



manhood is. Your passion, like mine, is men’s discipleship – to see men become godly men, husbands 

and fathers.  

Chuck Colson, out of all the accomplishments, Chuck Colson, sitting at the right hand of the president of 

the United States, making policy all over the place – isn’t it ironic that God would choose the only thing 

that he ever really failed at to be the foundation of his ministry? He would go to prison and then start a 

prison ministry. 

Or maybe God gives an alcoholic who is in recovery a burden for other alcoholics, and on and on and on. 

God is more likely to give you a ministry in an area of your failure than in your success. That is the 

second application. 

WHAT WE CAN LEARN ABOUT BECOMING OURSELVES 

Finally, turn to Acts 17:26. Grow where you are planted. Grow where you are planted. Acts 17:26 

says,  “From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; [and this 

is the part I want you to see] and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they 

should live.”  

You are waiting for God to move you into some new position so you can have some tremendous impact. 

That is not the way God works. Grow where you are planted. Do the thing that lies right in front of you.  

I have been making some new gym friends. I had to change gyms because I needed to get off of the 

dumbbells because I was getting too much tendonitis so I needed to get onto machines. I had to change 

gyms about three months ago. I have been making new gym friends. I am growing where I am planted. I 

am doing that which lies ahead of me. 

Six weeks ago, I introduced myself to a guy on early Sunday morning. Before church I go to the gym. I 

introduced myself to a guy who was working on a leg press machine next to me. I just began to talk to 

him. Two weeks ago when I felt like the time was right, I asked him where he was on his spiritual 

journey. Oh, he tightened up. There is this man who is coiled up inside of us who is desperate to get out. 

He was desperate to get coiled back in. It just did not resonate with him at all. 

I said, “Tell me what that’s about.” I smiled and asked him questions. He said, “When I was a young man, 

as a single parent of two small children, I prayed to God and asked Him for help. Nothing happened so I 

just realized it was just a bunch of nonsense.”  

Then he went on a rant. I just smiled and listened to him rant. When he was done I said, “I’m really sorry 

you had to go through all this.” I think he was expecting me to try to convert him, or pick a fight, or 

explain or argue why his logic was off. I said I was sorry. You know why I did that? Because I have 

learned that of all the forces to be resisted in the world, the most difficult force to resist is love. He is 

resisting, but if he is going to be resisting, I am going to make it hard for him. I am going to love him.  



The next week I talked to him and asked him how it was going. I started thinking about atheism and 

studying and rereading some things. It occurred to me there are two kinds of atheists. There are rational 

atheists and there are emotional atheists.  

There are rational atheists for their own reasons. Through their scientific, engineering minds they made 

a decision they do not believe in God. I get that. But there is another kind of atheist, too, who I would 

call an emotional atheist. This is somebody who has been deeply wounded and hurt and they are angry 

and bitter about it, and they are blaming God and they are very emotional. You cannot reason with 

them anyway. Why give them rational reasons why they should believe in God because they are 

disbelieving for rational reasons. They are wounded and they need to be loved. 

He is very angry but he is also very self-absorbed. He is inward focused. He is depressed. He is all alone 

in the world. He has nobody and he is lonely. You can tell he is lonely because he is starting to hang 

around me like a puppy dog, because I will rub his back.  

Sunday he finally had gotten around to ask what I do. I said, “One of the things I do is write books for 

men; men like you.” He said, “That’s interesting. What’s your latest book?” I said, “It is a book called 

Man Alive.” He asked if it was one of those Christian books. I said, “It is. Let me tell you what it is about. I 

have had conversations with thousands of men over the last forty years. When men try to put into 

words what they feel like is holding them back, what is keeping them from feeling fully alive, they 

inevitably mention one of these seven symptoms.  

“I feel like I am in this all alone.” I was looking at his eyes.  

“I don’t feel like God cares about me personally.” I am looking at his eyes. 

“I don’t feel like life has a purpose; it feels random.” His eyes are starting to change.  

“I have these destructive behaviors that keep dragging me down.” He is starting to look ashamed.  

“My soul feels dry.” You can see the longing in his eyes.  

“My most important relationships are not healthy.” You can see the dagger plunge into his heart.  

Finally, I say, “I don’t feel like I am doing anything that will make a difference and leave the world a 

better place.” Suddenly, I cannot see his eyes because his face has drooped down to his chest.  

I said, “The book is about how we have primal needs, and how God meets, satisfies, and resolves these 

longings that we have by meeting primal needs that correspond to them. If you would like, I would be 

honored to give you a copy of this book as a gift.” He said maybe. I told him to let me know. About 15 

minutes later he walked by and said, “Well, if you really want me to I guess I’ll take a copy of that book.”  

Who knows where that is going? That is one. I have ten stories like that now going on at that gym, in 90 

days because I am growing where I am planted. I am an example – if you are not doing that, follow me 

as I am following Jesus. I am growing where I am planted. I am following this principle in Acts 17. I am 

doing the thing that lies before me. Because I do not believe when we say you can do anything God 



wants you to do, I do not think that is necessarily changing the world, it might just be changing Joe or Bill 

or Chase.  

When your master of ceremonies asks you to take one of those cards and find somebody, this is such an 

easy way to invite a guy to the Bible study. You have to invite ten to get one to come, so take ten cards. 

It is such an easy way to grow right where you are planted.  

We all have so many people around us who are dying; they are withering up inside. They are crying out 

and they do not even know what they need, and we do know what they need. You can do anything God 

wants you to do – anything God wants you to do. It does not make any difference if you are the 

weakest, most inadequate, most morally flawed loser that ever walked the face of the planet. When 

God says, “I will be with you,” you can do anything that He wants you to. Let’s pray. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Our dearest Father, we want to be used. So we present ourselves to You, Lord. Whether we are natural 

at this, whether we feel it is unexpected, or whether like Gideon, we are reluctant and we have all kinds 

of questions, Lord, use us. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.  


